LJM: Ellen and I have been friends for about eight years. We met in the small college town of Oxford, Ohio, where she told me she was a palaeo ntologist. I was really excited: I had never met one in real life. We were having dinner and Ellen said, "I know how you see me, but I don't necessarily see myself in that light. As a female I'm either very uncomfortable with all eyes being on me for fixing the diversity problems, or I'm ignored, talked over and not paid attention to. There are days I wish I could walk into a room with a beard on my face and just do my work. "
EC: It was nothing I had spent a lot of time thinking about. Except that if I were male, my professional life would be easier, because people would listen to me. There's this celebration of the large grizzled or bearded man going out in the field and facing the elements and being tough and strong, having a large pickaxe and moving giant boulders. And I can't do that. We're not in the documentaries. We're not in National Geographic. But if all that changes with the beard, and your mind can't figure out who this person is, that's the goal. Carole Hickman at the University of California, Berkeley, said she would like to participate, but would bring her own moustache. In the 1970s, she worked in the Australian outback and, as a young woman working alone, she was constantly approached by men. She got a moustache, threw it on and got her work done. So that is her moustache.
LJM:

How do you think you look in the photo?
EC: I think my parents said it best -I look like I should be on a wanted poster. I look tired and run-down, like I've been out in the field for a long time and I'm dirty. And I was. The beard I could do without, but I think I really rock that moustache.
What do you hope people will get out of this project?
EC:
The community of inclusion. Making ties between scientists. And the knowledge that you can look however you want and do good science, and people shouldn't be judging you. This project is just one part of getting there.
LJM: I hope it brings awareness that might not be realized in the moment of coming to see the portraits. We want to have something people can think about, and then come to a realization that there is something wrong. The belief system can be questioned. ■
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